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PROF. W. H. FLOWER.-Exhibition of a Fetish, or Mla. 225 
EXHIBITION of a FETISH, or ULA, fro?m LAKE NYASSA. 
By PROFESSOR W. H. FLOWER, C.B., LL.D., F.R.S. 
PROFESSORP FLOWER exhibited, on behalf of the Rev. Leonard 
0. Warner, an instrument termed the Ula, from Likoma Island., 
Lake Nyassa. It is made of the, skin of a small animal, 
stuffed with "medicine," and is used by witch-doctors for 
augury and for discovering the perpetrator of a crime. The 
doctor pulls it about, rubs it in his hands, talks " gibberish " to 
it, and then professes to receive from it an answer. The 
manipulation of the ula is expressed by the word ternbenmza. 
The instrument is regarded with deep reverence, and it is 
extremely difficult to obtain an example. Mr. Warner believes 
that the one procured by him, and exhibited to the meeting, is 
the only one ever brought to England. The specimen has been 
presented by Mr. Warner to the Ethnological Department of 
the British Museum. 
Professor Flower pointed out that the skin was that of an 
ichneumon, but belonged to a species not represented in the 
Natural History Museum. It is believed by Mr. Oldfield 
Thomas to be referable to Herpestes sanguineus of Riippell. 
The ANSAIREE of AsIA MINOR. 
By THEODORE BENT, Esq., M.A. 
MR. BENT gave a description of the Ansairee who live in ancd 
around Tarsus, and who practice amongst themselves a secret 
religion. He connected their worship with that of the Ali- 
Ullah-hi, of northern Persia, and brought several points to bear 
on the theory that the nomad tribes from the Mediterranean to 
the Caspian all practice this occult religion. All look upon a 
certain Barba Nasere as their founder, the God-head of Ali 
is the basis of the religion, and they admit a Trinity, the Ain, 
Min Sin, or Ali the Father, Mahomed the Son, and Salman 
El Farsi, the Holy Ghost, which, joined with the fact that they 
make use of wine in their secret feasts as a symbol of Ali, 
would point to a Christian origin for the sect. A full account 
of the Ansairee will appear in the " Cornhill Maaazine " under 
the title of "A Secret Religion." 
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226 T. BENT.-The, Ansairee of Asia Minor. 
The Ansairee are divided into four sects, the Shemali, the 
Kalazians, and two others, the peculiar tenets of which Mr. 
Bent described. Their prayers are very beautiful and expres- 
sive, and there are many curious points analogous to freemasonry 
in connection with the initiation of a new member. 
At Tarsus they are thrifty and well-to-do, owning inost of 
the gardens which surround that town, and many of their 
customs are analogous to those practised by the Kizil Bashi, a 
tribe who live further north. Mr. Bent also found the same 
religious tenets in a rnodified form amongst the Afshar tribes, 
and considers the extent of those who belong to this denomlina- 
tion to be far wider than was hitherto supposed. 
Mr. Bent based his account on three sources of information, 
firstly, a close examination of the Ali-Ullah-hi in Persia; 
secondly, a written account of a renegade named Suleiman; 
and thirdly, personal investigations this spring, in Tarsus. 
DIscusSION. 
Professor RUPERT JONES, alluding to 'Mr. Bent's remark on the 
choice of hill-tops for some religious observances as having 
probably an ancient origin, noted that the habit of passing under 
or sleeping beneath the "table of the entombment" in Greek 
Churches may be associated with the similar old Welsh practice 
as to the Altar-table in Churches, and with the very much older 
notion of the value of passing a night in a cromlech, cist-vaen, or 
sacred stone cell, for purification, initiation, or other religious 
purpose. 
Mr. BEAUFORT asked whether, as Mr. Bent explained that the 
Ansairees kept the same festivals as the Christians, as for instance, 
Good Friday and the Epiphany, he could give any idea how 
they calculated the time for the occurrence of these festivals, as 
that would be interesting as showinig connection with Christianity. 
Mr. BENT, referring to a question concerning worship of Ali- 
Ullah-hi on mountain tops, replied that as the Ansairee of 
northern Persia lived amongst fire worshippers, they had probably 
taken this idea from their environments. 
Mention had been made of the parallel custom of passing the 
night under cromlechs in Wales. The custom was referred to very 
ancient times when Greeks slept in Temples (&yKot lyts) to effect 
cure. 
A question having been asked as to the dates of Ansairee 
festivals, the speaker stated that the Christian ones were adopted 
both as to time and method from the neighbouring Christians and 
the Mohammedans in the same manner. 
The following Paper was read by the Author:-- 
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